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Task Force on Veterans’ Health

Identifying actionable policy solutions for
North Carolina Veterans

Through November 2026, the NCIOM’s Task Force on Veterans® Health will
work to compile recommendations to improve community-based health care
for North Carolina Veterans, including:
* Improving access to care
» Streamlining care coordination
* Developing a North Carolina workforce to meet Veterans’ health care
needs
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Secretary, North Carolina PhD, MSS, RN, FAAN Triangle Network Senior Director,
Department of Military and Professor, UNC Chapel Hill Veterans Bridge Home
Veteran Affairs School of Nursing

Command Sergeant Major, US
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Task Force Steering Committee

Andréa Allard, MA Kristin Keeter
Transition Services Director, North Carolina VA/Claims Coordinator, Heartland Dental
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
US Army, Retired Kami Perez, MSW, LCSW, LCAS

Clinic Director, Steven A. Cohen Military Family
Kayreen Gucciardo, MHA, MEd, LCDR Clinic at Centerstone
Veterans Services Coordinator, North Carolina
Department of Health and Human Services David Sevier
Division of Mental Health, Developmental North Carolina State President, AARP
Disabilities, and Substance Use Services US Navy, Retired

US Navy, Retired
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Chief Executive Officer, Roanoke Chowan
Community Health Center



Task Force Membership

Val Applewhite, MS
NC State Senator, District 19
US Air Force Veteran

Nicholas Bailey, MSW, MA, MSHA, LCSW
Deputy Director of Quality Management, North
Carolina Medicaid

US Navy Veteran

Gerard Ball, MPA, MLEC, MAQP, GCDF,
TVSO

Program Director, Eastern Band of Cherokee
Indians Tribal Veteran Service Office
US Army Veteran

Robert Barker, MSS, MS

Co-Chair, East Carolina Veterans Coalition;
Chairman (Coastal Region), North Carolina Army
Retiree Council

US Army, Retired

Rosalie Calarco, MSW
Associate State Director of Advocacy and
Outreach, AARP NC Coastal Region

Todd Carlson, MD, MBA

Lead Medlical Director of Medicare Strategy, Blue
Cross Blue Shield NC

US Air Force Veteran

Corye Dunn, JD
Director of Public Policy, Disability Rights NC

Emiliano Enea
Board Member, Brothers and Sisters Like These
US Army Veteran

Rebecca Freeman, MPH
Section Chief, NC DHHS Division of Aging

Gina Giorgio, MA

Director of Strategy and Development, Students
for Sensible Drug Policy

Founder, North Carolina Psychedelic Policy
Coalition

Lawrence Greenblatt, MD

State Health Director and Chief Medical Officer,
North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Services

Amber Gulley-Wilson, LCMHC, LCAS

Care Management Manager, Vaya Health

Tina Hendricks, BSN, RN
Cherokee Veteran Affairs Liaison

Robin Hurley, MD, ANPA

Associate Chief of Staff for Research and
Academic Affairs, Salisbury VA Medical Center
Associate Director, Mid-Atlantic (VISN 6) Mental
lllness Research, Education, and Clinical Center
Professor, Wake Forest School of Medicine

Tatyana Kelly, MFA

Senior Vice President of Planning/Strategy and
Member Services, North Carolina Healthcare
Association

Cherry Kilby
Veteran Service Director/Officer, Alexander County
Veteran Services
Veteran

Harold Kudler, MD

Medical Associate Professor of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences, Duke University School of
Medlicine

Adjunct Professor of Psychiatry, Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences

Jacqueline Larsen
Elizabeth Dole Foundation 2025 Fellow

Howard Lattimore

State Military Consultant, North Carolina
Department of Public Instruction

US Army, Retired

Donnie Loftis
NC House Representative, District 109
US Army, Retired

Aimee McHale, JD, MSPH
Assistant Professor, UNC Gillings School of Global
Public Health

Carol Meyer, MBA
Executive Director/CEO, North Carolina Institute
for Medical Research

Crystal Miller, MAEd

Director of Service Member, Veteran, and Family
Programs, Governor’s Institute

US Army and North Carolina National Guard
Veteran

H. Dawn Moreland, MA, LCMHC, CCMHC,
EMRIA-C, NCC

Mental Health Counselor, Tree of Life Counseling

Lori Noonan, MBA
Chief Growth Officer, Veterans Bridge Home
US Navy Veteran
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Shannon Pointer, DNP, RN, CHPN

Senior Vice President of Hospice and Home Health
Services and Professional Development Director,
AHHC of NC

Charlisa Powell, JD
Project Director of the Veterans Law Project, Legal
Aid of North Carolina

Kevin Rumley, DSW, LCSW, LCAS, CCS
Program Director, Buncombe County Veterans
Treatment Court

Adjunct Professor, Warren Wilson College

US Marine Corps Veteran

Maggie Sauer, MS, MHA
Director, NC DHHS Office of Rural Health

Samantha Sliney, JD, LLM

Southeast Regional Liaison, Office of the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Military
Community and Family Policy

US Air Force Veteran and active Air National
Guard member

Peter Tillman, FACHE
Chief Operating Officer, Durham Veterans Affairs
Healthcare System

Hugh Tilson, JD, MPH
Director, NC AHEC

Jose Vasquez

Director of Legislative Affairs, Marine Corps
Installation East, Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune
US Marine Corps, Retired

Lucas Vrbsky, GED, MSW, LCSW, LCAS
Veterans Justice Program Reentry Specialist,
Durham Veterans Affairs

David Webb
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs and
Outreach, North Carolina Governor’s Office

Heather Wells, MS, CMC

Healthcare Network Project Manager, Alliance
Health

US Army Veteran

Karee White, MSM

NC Fellow, the Elizabeth Dole FOundation,
Founder, the | Love Everyone Foundation;
Wellness/Fitness Instructor

US Army Veteran

Daniel Wyman, MD, MPH

Chief Medical Officer, Synensys
Former Chief Medical Officer, PruittHealth
Retired Brigadier General, US Air Force
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