
VALUING NURSES AND NURSING CARE

IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES AND 
SCHOOL NURSES

Increase funding to support school nursing

school nurses.

The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services, North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, and 
North Carolina Department of Insurance should partner to produce a report exploring additional methods of funding school nursing, 
such as private health insurance and tax revenue. The North Carolina General Assembly should consider these additional options.

A Brown University survey indicates that teachers prioritize 
increased access to school counselors and nurses over salary raises 
or reduced class sizes, recognizing the invaluable contribution 
of health care professionals in mitigating teacher burnout and 
improving overall student well-being.

-Lovison VS, Mo CH. Investing in the Teacher Workforce: Experimental Evidence on Teachers’ 

*Recommended standard adopted by the General Assembly in 2004 as a goal for the state.
Source: North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services. North Carolina Annual School Health 
Services Report Brochure 2020-2021. https://www.ncdhhs.gov/20-21annualshsbrochurepdf/open; 
Hoban, R. What is The Right Number of School Nurses for North Carolina? NC Health News. https://www.
northcarolinahealthnews.org/2018/02/16/school-nurses-number-story/
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EMPLOYMENT DYNAMICS AND CHALLENGES

CURRENT MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT FOR SCHOOL 
HEALTH SERVICES

lost money 

THE TIME IS NOW: NEW CMS GUIDANCE AND STATE SCHOOL 
ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD

The additional Medicaid funds are estimated to bring in 
millions of additional federal dollars for school-based services.

North Carolina will not have to contribute additional 
Medicaid funds.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

b  The CMS guidance from May 2023 can be found at https://www.manatt.com/Manatt/media/Documents/Articles/CMS-SBHC-Guidance_2023-08_b.pdf
  
c  Examples of SPAs related to Medicaid and school-based services can be found at https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/medicaid-state-technical-assistance/medicaid-and-school-based-services/technical-
assistance-materials/index.html 
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IDENTIFYING ADDITIONAL FUNDING SOURCES FOR SCHOOL 
HEALTH

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT SCHOOL NURSES


