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The Center to Champion 

Nursing in America was 

created in 2007 to ensure 

all Americans have a 

highly skilled nurse when 

and where they need one. 



and…

A network of multi-sector national 

and state coalitions working 

together to improve health and 

health equity through nursing so all 

people in the US can lead longer, 

healthier lives. 

The Campaign Is…
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Serves as the driving force transforming health and health care through nursing in our 
state. Working with diverse stakeholders to create innovative solutions with nurses 
leading the way in building healthier communities, the North Carolina Action Coalition 
aims to improve the health and health outcomes of our population.

The North Carolina Action Coalition



Health Equity 
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“Health equity means increasing opportunities 

for everyone to live the healthiest life 

possible, no matter who we are, where we 

live, or how much money we make.” 
–The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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Statewide Representation
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Board Members

 

Laura Bliley Assistant Director of Nursing Education 
and Allied Health On-Site Programming, Eastern 
AHEC 

 

Hugo Echeverry Clinical Supervisor, Mecklenburg 
County Health Department 

 

Claire Cline Interim Dean, May School of Nursing, 
Lees-McRae College 

 

Dena Evans Director, School of Nursing, The 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

 

Teri Darnall Treasurer, Faith Community Nurses 
International; Treasurer, Carolinas Health Ministry 
Partnership; Board Member, Appalachian Regional 
Tri-State Chapter, Rural Nurse Organization; Faith 
Community Nurse  

Stephanie Fisher Assistant Professor, School of 
Nursing, The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill 

 

Jean Davison Clinical Associate Professor, UNC-
Chapel Hill 

 

Forcina, Jill Associate Director of Continuing 
Professional Development, Interprofessional 
Education, and Nursing, NC AHEC 

 

Kent Dickerson Director of Nursing and Allied 
Health, Beaufort County Community College 

 

Chris Golding Nursing Professional Development 
Specialist II, Cone Health, Staff Education 

 

Ronella Eaddy Chief Nursing Officer, Atrium Health 
Carolinas Rehabilitation 

 

Sara Griffith Chief Nursing Officer, NC Board of 
Nursing 

 

 

Kara Hedvig Evans Director, System Nursing, 
Atrium Health Nursing Education and Professional 
Development 

 

Susan Haynes Little Chief Public Health Nurse & 
Branch Head, NC Department of Health and Human 
Services 

 

Cecil Holland Associate Dean, Department of 
Nursing, Winston-Salem State University 

 

Ann Nichols Special Projects Manager, National 
Association of State School Nurse Consultants 

 

Valerie Howard Vice Dean for Academic Affairs, 
Duke University School of Nursing 

 

Susan O’Dell Executive Director, North Carolina 
Organization of Nurse Leaders 

 

Arlene Imes Telehealth Clinical Technician, 
Salisbury VA Medical Center 

 

Catherine Sevier NC State President, AARP; The 
Generations Study Group 

 

Cheryl Jones Professor and Director, Hillman 
Scholars Program in Nursing Innovation, The 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

 

Amy Short Director: Emergency Services, 1East 
CEA, Heart and Vascular Unit, WakeMed Cary 
Hospital 

 

Donna Lake Clinical Professor, East Carolina 
University College of Nursing 

 

Chandra Speight Assistant Professor, Department 
of Advanced Nursing Practice and Education, East 
Carolina University College of Nursing 

 

Vacant
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of Advanced Nursing Practice and Education, East 
Carolina University College of Nursing 

 

 

LaDonna Thomas Facility Lead Nurse Practitioner 
& Nurse Practitioner, VA Community Care, Durham 
VA Health Care System 

 

Yolanda VanRiel Department Chair of Nursing, 
North Carolina Central University College of Health 
and Sciences 

 

AnnMarie Walton Assistant Professor, Duke 
University School of Nursing 

 

Alexis Welch Dean of Health Sciences and 
Nursing, Lenoir Community College 

 

Katie Bowler Young Assistant Dean for 
Communications, Marketing, and Business 
Development, Duke University School of Nursing 
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