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Agenda • Who are frontline essential workers?

• Impact of COVID-19 

• Social Determinants of Health and Inequities

• Policy and Program Response

• Questions and Discussion
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• Identifying and protecting *all* essential workers is 
key Social 
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• Address Inequities
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• Public health and Public policy are connected

• Department of Homeland Security:

“Protecting our workforce protects our critical infrastructures, our 
local communities, and speeds our Nation’s progress toward 
recovery.”

• Shared definition of frontline and/ or essential worker 

Does the definition of an essential industry change depending on 
the public health emergency?

“The industries that essential workers support represent, but are not 
limited to, medical and healthcare, telecommunications, information 
technology systems, defense, food and agriculture, transportation 
and logistics, energy, water and wastewater, and law enforcement. 
State, local, tribal, and territorial governments are responsible for 
designing, implementing and executing response activities in their 
communities, while the Federal Government remains in a supporting 
role. Officials should use their own judgment in making decisions 
regarding resource allocation and other public health measures.” 
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• American Rescue Plan Act

• Economic Support

Unemployment

Child Tax Credits

Paycheck Protection

Stimulus Check

Student Loan Repayment

• Further Steps?

Raising minimum wage

Federal funding directed to localities à understand 
population needs
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• Nutrition and Agriculture

WIC

SNAP

Farm Loans
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• Childcare

• Additional funding for the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant
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• Healthcare and Coverage Support

• Affordable Care Act

Financial Assistance

Special Enrollment Period

• OSHA Worker Protections

• Medicaid

5 percent FMAP ”Bump” for non-expansion states
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• Build Back Better

Addresses Equity

Expand Medicare

”Federal Fix” for non-expansion states

60 percent of people in the Medicaid gap are 
people of color

Paid Family and Medical Leave

Expand the Child Tax Credit

Affordable Housing

• Further Steps?

Unemployment



Questions and Discussion


