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Current case reporting process

•Provider identifies 
cases to report

•Pen and paper forms 
filled in for case 
reporting

•Mail form to LHD

•Receive form

•Manually create or 
update NC EDSS case

•Existing NC EDSS  
Workflow includes 
new/updated case

•Deduplicate

•Analyze data

•Report to CDC

Provider Local Public Health State



eCR gives us a glimpse of 

the future of public health 

data systems 
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Governing Organizations

Formed 2016

Secretariat

Formed 2016
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Industry Partners

Formed 2016

Secretariat



Health Care

Secretariat



Setup

Provider
(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)

eCR Infrastructure

Public Health 

Agency

Patient residence

Public Health 

Agency

Where care was 

provided

eICR

RR

eICR

RR

APHL Platform 

(AIMS)

CSTE / CDC 

Decision 

Support Engine

(RCKMS)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)
Provider

(EHR)

Terms

RCKMS - Reportable Conditon Knowledge Management System

eRSD – Electronic Reporting and Surveillance Distribution System

Possible Policy Agreements

eHealth Exchange, Carequality, APHL participation agreement

HL7 Standards

eICR - Electronic Initial Case Report CDA v1.1

RR - Reportability Response CDA v1.0
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The future is here, it is just

not evenly distributed

- William Gibson
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National Funding 
•
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National Funding 

• CARES ACT
• American Rescue Plan

• Public Health Workforce

• Data modernization

• Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021



“I always knew data was a four-letter word, 
I just never knew it was spelled

T-U-R-F
- Phil Lee former Asst. Sec. Health
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National Commission to Transform Public Health Data Systems

May 2021

Charting a Course for 

an Equity-Centered 

Data System:
Recommendations from the National 

Commission to Transform Public 

Health Data Systems

October 2021
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Commission Mission

▪ Established by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

▪ Led by Dr. Gail Christopher of the National Collaborative 

for Health Equity

▪ 16-member Commission with experts representing 

multiple sectors – healthcare, community advocacy, 

government, business, public health, and others

▪ Charged with reimagining how data are collected, shared, 

and used and identifying the investments needed to 

modernize our public health data infrastructure and 

improve health equity 
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Relevant Recommendations
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Recommendations
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Recommendations
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• Build the public health data system needed to shift the narrative 

to one that is just, positively oriented, and equity based (e.g., from 

deficit to strengths, from oppressive to restorative) 

• Develop methods for interpreting public health data that are 

inclusive of community input, paying attention to messaging and 

narrative

• Invest in community relevant and nationally significant 

metrics on factors that influence outcomes

Broader Recommendations
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The transformed public health data 

system must first and foremost meet 

the needs of those on the frontlines

of Public Health, 

local public health agencies 


